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WORLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS  INCREASE 

World  sheep  numbers  in  early  1969  were  estimated  at  1,029  million  head, 
nearly  unchanged  from  the  1,028  million  a  year  ago.    Practically  all  prin- 
cipal producers  in  the  world  showed  declines  from  1968  except  for  Australia, 
Uruguay,  the  USSR,  Turkey,  Spain,  and  Iran.    The  reversal  in  the  down  trend 
in  prices  for  coarse  types  wool  is  not  expected  to  induce  producers  to  in- 
crease their  flocks. 

Oceania,  Asia,  South  America,  and  the  USSR  were  the  only  geographic  regions 
showing  further  increases  in  sheep  numbers  on  farms.    Numbers  in  EC  were 
up  slightly  but  were  down  for  region  of  Western  Europe  as  a  whole.  Sheep 
numbers  in  Africa  and  Eastern  Europe  decreased  last  year  after  showing 
steady  annual  gains  for  a  number  of  years  while  numbers  in  North  America 
continued  their  downward  trend. 


Sheep:    Estimated  world  numbers  by  continent  and  area, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  1967-69 


:  :  ;  :  ;  Percent  change 
Continent  and  area  :Average  .  19^T  ,  19qq  .  19£Q  .  1969  .  1969 
 ;  1961-65    .  :  ;  ;196l-65  :  19^ 

:       1,000  1,000        1,000  1,000 

:        head  head  head  head     Percent  Percent 


• 

North  America  :  37,200  32,500  30,800  29,600  -20. k  -  3.9 

South  America  :  121,100  12^,000  125,000  125,900  +  1+.0  +  .7 

Europe:  : 

Western  :  f9,kOO  76,1+00  76,100  75,500  -  1+.9  -  .8 

Eastern  ;  1+2, 800  1+5,200  1+5,500  M+,700  +  1+.1+  -  1.8 

Total  Europe...:  122,200  121,600  121,600  120,200  -  1.6  -  1.2 

USSR  :  133,900  135,500  138,500  11+0,300  +  1+.8  +  1.3 

Africa  :  13l+,000  13l+,700  135,300  133,500  -    .1+  -  1.3 

Asia  :  218,600  21+3,1+00  21+9,000  251,100  +1U.9  +  .8 

Oceania  :  211,500  22l+,300  227,1+00  228,500  +  8.0  +  .5 

Total  World  :  978,500  1,016,000  1,027,600  1,029,100  +  5.2  +  .1 


Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1967-69 


Continent  and  country 

j      Month  of 

:    enumeration  1/ 

Average 
1961-65 

2/~~  "  :  " 

:  Thousand 

Thousand 

Taousand 

North  America: 

1 

•  93-1 

602 

653 

602 

1 

:  29,023 

23,893 

22,1*0 

21,111 

1 

729 

800 

800 

6,064 

6,639 

6,706 

6,600 

:  30 

26 

25 

:  37,200 

32,500 

30,800 

29,600 

South  America: 

: 

30 

:  1*8,127 

*o,000 

*7,80G 

-  -  - 

31 

i  19,997 

22,170 

23,065 

mmm 

i  6,3o9 

6,502 

6,600 

1 

:  1,550 

1,8*5 

1,900 

2,031 

:  1,827 

2,0*0 

2,090 

1 

1*>5* 

15,200 

15,100 

30 

21,860 

21,  HO. 

21,500 

:  121,100 

12*. 000 

125,000 

125,900 

Europe: 
Western: 
EEC: 


61 

68 

65 

61 

8,876 

9,186 

9,510 

9,599 

:  953 

812 

5K 

826 

7,956 

8,200 

8,300 

8,*50 

:  272 

370 

3*0 

2 

3 

* 

:  18,120 

18,639 

-^.029 

19,300 

13B 

12* 

:  65 

122 

112 

:  2*9 

173 

:  8,765 

7,829 

7,919 

7,800 

:  787 

8*7 

3,316 

3,059 

2,990 

991 

1,0** 

988 

9JB 

5,0*5 

6,101 

6,100 

6,170 

20,57* 

16,671 

lo,6*8 

16,726 

188 

267 

286 

236 

268 

299 

20,689 

21,053 

20,*2* 

Total  Western  Europe  */ 

61. 23d 

57,7*1 

57,100 

56,200 

79,*»00 

76,*00 

76,100 

•^,500 

':o3*.'.:r-ed) 


North  America.    Numbers  in  this  area  continued  their  downward  trend  and 
dropped  to  29.6  million  head,  compared  with  30.3  million  in  1Q66.  Favorable 
prices  received  for  slaughtered  lambs  and  supported  prices  for  wool  have 
not  halted  the  continued  liquidation  of  the  breeding  flocks. 

Sheep  numbers  on  farms  and  ranches  in  the  United  States  on  Januarv  1,  1969 
I  -™  million  ^ad-about  1  million  head,  or  5  percent  less  than 

for  1965  and  a  record  low.    Most  of  the  decline  was  in  breeding  ewes  which 
means  the  1969  lamb  crop  will  also  be  smaller 
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Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1967-69 


Month  of 
enumeration  1/ 

j       Average  " 

1961-65  ; 

1967 

2/  : 
1968  ; 

1969 

j  Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Jan. 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  3 

War  "11 

June  30 
Jan. 
Jan.  15 

:  1,595 
:  10,070 
:  574 
:  1,922 

:  3,177 
:  12,217 
10,232 

9,998 
670 
1,928 

o  07)1 

3,321 

14,109 
10,329 

9,905 
770 
1,818 

3,328 
14,380 
10,345 



14,282 
9,719 

42,800 

45,200 

45,500 

44,700 

122,200 

121,600 

121,600 

120,200 

133,900 

135,500 

138,500 

140,300 

Dec.  31 
June  30 

14,710 
372 

12,000 
438 
41,755 



42,172 



13^,000 

134,700 

135,300 

133,500 

March  1 
Dec.  31 
Feb.  1 

21,445 
32,863 
410 

31,000 
34,663 

33,000 
35,878 
83 

34,000 
37,000 
70 

218,600 

243,400 

249,000 

251,100 

March 
June 

160, 924 
50,536 

164,237 
60,003 

lob, 972 
60,474 

60,500 

211,500 

224,300 

227,400 

228,500 

978,500 

1,016,000 

1,027,600 

1,029,100 

Continent  and  country 


Europe  (continued): 
Eastern  Europe: 

Albania  

Bulgaria  

Czechoslovakia  

Germany,  East  

Hungary  

Poland  

Romania  

Yugoslavia  

Total  Eastern  Europe  4/. 
Total  Europe  4/  


USSR. 


Africa: 

Morocco  

Rhodesia  

South  Africa,  Republic  of. 

Total  4/  

Asia: 

Cyprus  

Iran  5/  

Turkey  

Japan  

Total  4/  

Oceania: 

Australia  

New  Zealand  


Total  4/  

Total  World  4/. 


1/  Estimates  for  enumerations 
2/ Preliminary,         50  States, 
producing  countries  not  shovn. 


falling  in  October-December  are  shown  in  the  following  year  for  comparisons. 
4/  Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other 
5_/  14  provinces  only. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
Other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers, 
results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 


South  America.    Numbers  in  this  area  rose  to  125.9  million  head  from  125.0 
million  for  1968.    All  countries  recorded  gains,  except  Argentina,  Chile, 
and  Peru.    The  increase  in  Brazil  was  attributed  to  favorable  weather 
and  good  pasture  conditions  in  the  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  where  about  half  the 
sheep  are  produced.    The  slight  gain  in  Uruguay  was  due  to  favorable  weather 
during  the  lambing  season  which  resulted  in  a  high  survival  rate  of  young 
lambs.    The  increased  slaughter  of  breeding  ewes  caused  the  reduction  in 
Argentina.    Also,  the  strong  competition  for  intensive  use  of  land  is  causing 
some  sheep  producers  to  switch  into  more  profitable  crop  production.  High 
death  loss  resulting  from  severe  drought  conditions  caused  the  slight 
decline  recorded  for  Chile. 
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Europe .    Sheep  numbers  in  this  region  were  estimated  at  120.2  million  head, 
or  down  slightly  from  the  1968  figure  of  121.6  million.     Declines  were 
recorded  for  the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland,  Yugoslavia,  Romania,  Bulgaria, 
and  Greece  which  more  than  offset  slight  increases  in  France,  Italy,  West 
Germany,  Portugal,  and  Spain. 

USSR.    Numbers  in  this  country  set  a  new  high  of  lUO.3  million  head  at  the 
beginning  of  1969.    Numbers  have  been  increasing  steadily  for  five  con- 
secutive years  and  are  expected  to  show  some  additional  gain  during  1969* 

Africa.    Numbers  in  this  area  were  estimated  at  133.5  million  head,  or  down 
slightly  from  the  estimated  figure  of  135.3  million  for  1968.  Increased 
slaughter  caused  by  drought,  particularly  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa, 
caused  numbers  on  farms  to  decline. 

Asia.    Numbers  in  Asia  continued  their  upward  trend  and  were  estimated  at 
251.1  million  head,  compared  with  2^9.0  million  for  I968.    The  continued 
growth  in  Turkey  is  attributed  to  favorable  slaughter  prices  and  the  replace- 
ment of  mohair  goats.    Better  forage  conditions  in  Iran  accounted  for  the 
rise  in  that  country. 

Oceania.    Sheep  numbers  in  this  area  at  the  beginning  of  1969  were  estimated 
at  226.5  million  head,  or  about  1  million  more  than  last  year.  Australia 
accounted  for  the  gain  while  numbers  in  New  Zealand  approximated  the  previous 
year's  level.    The  upturn  in  auction  prices  for  the  coarse  types  of  wool 
are  not  of  the  magnitude  to  encourage  producers  to  expand  their  breeding 
flocks.    Some  coarse  wool  producers  in  Australia  are  shifting  their  sheep 
enterprise  to  beef  production  wherever  possible  and  those  who  cannot  switch 
to  beef  will  be  tempted  to  change  to  lighter  weight  fine  wool  breeds. 


POSTAGE  &  FEES  PA.C 
Um'.o  Sta»«i  Department  o<  Agricvllwra 


-    k  - 


